
 

“As the Crow Flies”, Vol. I, #12 
-Blogposts by Patrick Walsh, BBE Superintendent 

 

 
The weather has been “Jim Dandy” for both 
school and after-school functions! After 
completing our fifth week of in-person school, we 
still feel very good about the way things are going. 
We appreciate your support and look forward to 
continuing with in-person school.  
 
We spend many hours each week reviewing 
procedures, as well as local and regional COVID 
data. There are some areas of concern, but we 

are monitoring each situation as it comes in. I believe these efforts have resulted in our 
students and families making some good choices that are allowing us to continue with 
our initial plan. At this point, we have had only one case in the high school, and that 
person is now back in school. In the Birth through 6th Grade at BBE Elementary, I 
believe we have had a total of two cases. We have had a number of students having to 
go home for up to 14 days as “close contacts” of someone who has tested positive for 
COVID. It is never fun to inform people that they have to sit out of our in-school 
programming, yet necessary to limit the spread.  
 
Based on the data, we are still 
planning to continue with the 
same model through the 
Education Minnesota break which 
is October 15-16. The data we 
have reviewed has indicated that 
we are status quo for October 
6-14. Please watch for information 
from our school staff regarding 
Parent/Teacher conferences on 
Monday, October 5 .  
 

 

 



 
 

I do need to share a couple of procedural things that you need to be aware of. The first 
is that new guidance suggests that if we have a student who ends up with COVID and 
was on a school bus, it will affect any rider, and the driver, of any students who were on 
the bus for 30 minutes or longer with that student. Any student who meets that criteria is 
considered a “close contact”, and the bus driver as well, will be quarantined for 14 days. 
We don’t make these rules, but are just reporting them to you. We felt we needed to 
share at least with those students and families with children on the bus 30 minutes or 
longer.  
 

Secondly, we are having some students in the secondary who are 
resisting the masking requirements. In a meeting this afternoon, we 
have decided that non-compliance with our masking practices will 
result in a student having to do Distance Learning. We have tried to 
talk with students, but it is time that some know that we will not 
appease them and have this affect the other student’s attendance. 
Our primary objective is to have as many students in school as much 
as we can this year. We feel masking will allow us to do that. Please 
talk with your children about these expectations and the 
consequences. High School students will also receive this same 
message, but ya never know if they read it. (tee hee)  

 
The State High School League reinstated the volleyball and football seasons to begin 
next week. Both sports will play a reduced schedule. We will be allowed up to 150 fans 
for home football events, and 100 for away events. Volleyball as an indoor activity, will 
not allow any fans, including parents. If you are interested in attending football games, 
parents will have first choice. We will make the rest of the limited tickets available to 
others, but we don’t anticipate there being that many. Your best best may be to be 
friends of a family of a player. We are working to stream all 
of these events. We have not decided how this will happen 
or whether there will be a charge for these events. I will 
provide an update to you as early as next week. Have a 
great fall weekend!  
 
Go Jaguars!  ~Mr. Patrick Walsh, BBE Superintendent 
 
Success is the sum of small efforts, repeated day in and day 
out. --Robert Collier (1885-1950), American self-help author 
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